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Interview with Prof. Charanjit S Shah
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"A builk form should hot be freated 3s 3 mass of brick and copcrafe BuT as 3 living organism”
Fronger of the Green Buiking moverrent, Erof Craranll S Shat s an Archies! Oy Planner. Educalionis!, Aulhor

anil an Acedemician with & prolife practice ihal spans over 4 decadas M works mokicd (e Jawaharal Nehm
MNaliongl Co-operslon Compliea, Mew Delh (15973, fnstilute of Develoomemt Studies. Japur (1580) and recandly ihe
new Chenmal infemalional Arpod [2013) He slong. wilh hig leam of Professonals af Crvalive Group have won
sdveyal design compettions. wiveh mduds 1he Nahonel Desgn Compeallion for Chénng Inmsional Avpad
Faipurintegrated Termingl Goa and Veoodrs iInkpraled Fazsenger Teomnal. e 5 2650 one o wmplemanl mel 2emm
n grear Duidings and Geen Baengs n Waler and Enagy Consenvalion

Having .awhored mamy books metuding the Archited Hand Book and found e GRPA 1977 or e Guid of
Frachicing Archileds, the noled acsdemician cpens w aboul the cesign and achileclure scena n ndia, INg
personal Joumey and more in 8 candid chal Excorpes

Some Personal Infemation that you would like to share?

t has bean @ sugge Dt nonetheless i retrosped. & pleasant jouneyl My parents went theough the homfing phase of
indian partihan, migretng o isiamabad inPaldsan o New Dol whers L spent myy childhocd days in a refuges Camp
irt Puranallita, whene | wies bam

Facing he hardships of Deing homedess, Coth less and moneyiess, | Can proudly say oday, that no Siona was B
priurmed while ratsing me Wy parents constantly rehabiitatad Us wilh the basic comtons of ile | ioised schad from
Hancoun Bidler, geting admfied 1 the School of Planmng and Arehischurs in 1965 and gratiuating in 12370 | was 1ol
oo passiohals abagt archilecture undll | jeinad the courss here, if veas shesl educalion (mbabed by the tsachars in
achileciiire and s afied Dedds fal embodied ma wal the interast abd understanding and | gat ingriouad by he
philcaophies of architecs and contemporary planners, and tried to emutale hem



When did you first start your practice and what kind of projects have you been doing?

The humiile beginning of rmy practice began in 1971 with an exposure 1o exhibiton design where | also bull vanous
stalls and pamilions, for the india Trade Fair which was held in 1972, It was challenging and | was forfunate to design
stalts for the states of Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Punjab as well as handicraft pavilons in Pragati Maidan in New
Diadhi.

| subsecuently moved o designing indnidual houses, factones and inferiors in and around Dwlhi which was both
prafessionally and finandally satishang

Around then | started to participate in open design competiions and won my first competition for lattered factones for
DSIDC in the year 1973, subsaquently winning the national design competiions for the Jawaharial Nehru National
Cooperative Complex at New Dehi in 1976, compieting the mullistoried project by 1930, This helped me with
recognition and professional respect In 1984, our firm won the National Design Competiton for Institute of
Development Studies in Japur,

We have grown today and our experise besides basic architecture has expanded 1o infrastructure development
speciakang in aaports, Metros, mull modal transportalion Hubs, Railway Stations and large institions complexes,

What defines your style?

My endeavors have aways boen to associate rmysell and groom my creations in a ively and eo- fiendly manner. A
built form should not be treated as a dead mass of bricks and concrete, but as a living organism. To nivy mind the bult
form neads to breatve and should be embodied in the natural ermdronment o be a part of the nsture.

Tell us something about your approach to your projects?

hdia is a fast developing nafion; there is tremendous impact on urban growth. The ciies are being re-defined, now
growing in mull layers. The paramaters of architecture practice herde growm in terms of urbanization, scale and growth,
There is changing ifestles, modes of ransportation and deficency of wban land. The entire parameter of practice of
architecture needs to be redefinad

Wiie at Creative Group firmby believe to adapt to the realies and necessities of the day 5o as to have a pragmatic
epproadch owards design issues, Kis our abaity to perform and an appropnate and adequate undarstanding of vanous
issues and discipine that cominced most of o colleagues and consultants that smaller architectural firms can handle
larger projects. Gumprast, my sor's, coming from LISA to Incka after complating his Urban Design and wath a oglobal
working expenence was a tuming point indeed, and we started working towards an organzed practice. Luckaly, we
harve thi gynengy 1o work together, He was instrumental in binging global associates on maga projects His vison and
ambition browght & revolutionany change . Our global associates were also pleasantly surpnsad to s owr professional
work culture through a small team of architects delivaning with global professional standards.

Wy younger son Prabhpreet too has a foresight to paticipate in larger developments taking place in india like the Delh
Bomibay cormdor, metro networks atc. He has been loaking for aco fendly affordable housings to be built joingy with
sensitivity iowards design, matenial application and construction technigque.



¥YWhich kind of projects do you most enjoy doing 7

Koo Corvenlion Cenlre was one of the most nteresting projects for me. The projsct was & Low-Codt
Mulipurpose Convertion Facilty for over 4500 studerts of the Kongu Engineering Cempus. The desgning sod
construction of this project imparts iconic characher o the sducational facilty.

The basic formol the Ausditorium has been ingspired from the Garuda (eagle’ in Sight InHindu relgion, Ganade iz &
Hiricks dety u=ually the mound (Vahanam) of Lord Yishnu, having a body of & strong man with a white face, red
wings, and &h sagla’s heak and wilh a crown on hiz head: The 1orm of the audforium evolves from the shape of
the Garsda. The bulding's wing iz ntended longer & maszive (resemblng the body of aneaghe) whie both he
i wings having a ezser volume with at.outs for effickent loht & ventilation for outdoor public interadion

Rongu Comvention Centre



Tell us something about the design Tod the intermatiomnally acclaimed Chennai Airport. What is the
story ?

We weere forfunale endugh to have won over eloi consecudive palionaligivhal archiiectural dezion competilions
iNCLicding the: ongé for Chennnl Atpor]. The Chérnal Aimaort has been 8 very challenging experience for all of us
hiere, This was atsd the first tme we were byng up with Global consultents. Baing a government propect, we
Were very conscious 1o create proper tender documents, condbons of contract, detaled specimoation amnd good
Tor congruction drévwngs, goeng through the burecralic chelsnges and approvals of minettnas and the plannng
commession 1o make sure nat § adheres o norms & 18kl an by the central viglance, candral audts and CRWD.

Chermnal Arpor was a runnng arport; hence we wene pressed with avalabity of space within the ste. The
expanence ganed working with: gobal conaultants has also heped us mantan fnancisl and tmeine 1or mega
proecls ke Chenrad and Goa Arpor] &tc, Al the dverse works, approval and workang in & lange governmen! Set
up vwas handed professionally 1o complete & megs progect of Re 2105 crores, and & covered area of more than
£ milion souere Tool within & period of 40 months

Chenngl Alrpon



What/ who inspires you?

The great masters ke Ar, AP Kanvinda, Ar. M. M. Rana, Ar. JR. Bhala, &r. Laude Baker, Ar. Rusy Whambatts
and Ar. Habib Rehman gave me insight into the profession and were & great inspining source in the professional
SCEMNE.

I was shy for someone to have seen me perform successiully in my profession, even inviing from my peers
wonder given my inherent nefure and abifes.

"The ignited Minds® by Dr. Abdul Kalam has been an inspiration, "Dream, Dream, Dream, Dream transform into
thoughts and thouwghts result in acon...” my career has been a dream erwisioned through an ignited mind
through the various stages of my life... seeng the dream turn o really is professionally very satisfying.

Sir, has beenyour biggest challenge sofar ?

Durng the course of my intial practice, | faced a lot of resistance from edablished big players as well &
professional issues with reldion to the architectural practice, Ve started interacting with these bigger architects
for proper staus for vounger budding architects.

| established the Guid of Praclicng Architects (GPA) in 1976 and was appdnted as the founder general
secretary. We, as a voung group took GPA a long way, propagaing the profession through varous seminears,
conferences, exhbdions and print meda de. Slowly, the group expanded and postioned themsehes n COA as
well as in A and ofbher professional bodies,

Tellus about the Architect Hand Book, when did that come abourt 7

The passion towards writing developed wihin me around the time GPA was beginning to reach out to these
organizations. | worked towards the publcation of my book, Architec] Hand Book in 1996 also during the
SAARCH conference in New Delhi. Thereafter | suthored a series of books on the various other alied subjects
of apphied architecture. | wished to collectvely do some contribulion towards the ugifiment of architectural
profession, being elected as the chairman of the indian Institute of Architects, (NE) and chaimman of SAARCH
1996, az alzo a profezgonal advizor to various other organizations .



You have been an academician lending your sefvices to prominent archinecture establishments
like the Wamiu Kala Acadeny, SPA and Jamia Milia Islamia in the countny. What aré your insights
abouk the present educaional curplculiom ?

| am afrald that we need {0 redafing our methadology of archiecture teaching, From & single window delvery,
we nted 10 Incucate finance and proeact management. Ve alzo need 10 give proper stlention to varous olher
elements ol applied architeciura 1o generde eadership qualliss in gudents

B iz also during my teaching st SPA, Vasiu Kala Academy and Dept. of Archtecture i Jamia Mia, tha | lesrned
that studenis neglact these aspects, Imiing to few age old books We Buldng Construction by Macay, Mitchel
and Budding Materialz of books by Prof. Deshpandey a2 per the present curricubam and methodology.

COA mus develop this aspect senzlively to devebp books on some very Importart subjects of architecture and
idertity young authors with a bend towards writing.

The 400 odd schools of srchieciure have an ntake of roughly 25000 per yesr. A shorl term refrasher coursa
toomust be iMroduced for the Bcully to constantly update el knowledos

You have worked actively in the field of environmental sustainabikty Tor over 4 decades now,
Kindy tell s more.

Sinca the mception of my firm, | have been very CONECIOus In my designe 1o be sustairable and respact Mother
Earth. During my mieraction wih the pionesrs and grest masters of architecture, the concept of suztenabdly
partcularly through pacsive stralegies bacame my meson

| am abke to understend and work ambdioushy toweards el zero. We st Crestive Group slong with Carprest S,
Shah, Prabhpreet 5. Shah and passionate team of the young Creative Group family, Rahul, Abhishel, Meghs,
Rookani, Panks), llendra, Indubhusan, Abhinay, Akaniisha snd others have been groomed Lo deliver any project
of any magnituds.

My inchustrial project, Artiudham Oeiry, Erode was adudged and selecled as & sultsble project having "Romance
it Consfruction” and receled a lof ol meds coverage. Colden Fudz Resor Iz another sieteinable project which
tolivwws geomelry based on courtysrd planneng and buliresses emerging of bndscape. The desgn s Niexbie and
expandable with a hierarchy of courtyards.




Do you Feel architects and designers n India should be/are concerned abowul enwronmental
sustainability? How i1s Environmental Sustanability approached at Creaive Group #

The trus job of an achitect and & desiansr i 1o envision a ofty, mould | in a manner sufable for the surounding
ervronment and 85 user, Create spaces urusual, radlional yet corfenporary . And the irtial stage of desgrang
any project shall start by understanding e locaks of the place

Arcrtecture presents a unique chalengs in the field of sustainabilly. Construction projecs typically cornsume
larce smolrts of mabertals, produce tone of waste, and oflen nvolve wisghing the preservation of buldings fhat
Faree histoncel significance against the desire for the develbpment of newer, more modern designs.

Sustsinable construction i defined 45 e Creation and responsite management of & heallhvy Bull environment
based on resouwrce efficient and ecological principies". Sustainally designed blidklings ain Lo leszen their impact
ofn ol ervirenment through enengy and resaurce efficiency,

Credive Group since s inception Tour Decades ago has had the passion and vigor to corfinuously delver Living
Stnuctires which are — Sell Sustainabile, Brergy Efficient — designed o stay inharmony with the Edistent Naure,
respecting Mofher Earth

Craslive Group has had & major advaniage in thal envirormentally responsive design was embeddad i our

methodalogies long betore it becams an mperatve. From our Residence Designes to Mega hifrastruchere Projeds
of Channai Airport and Metro Ral Designs, we souglht to creste inherertly sustainable bult environments.

Stepping forward 25 years, Creslive Group has devebped sirategies and technobges which inform our design
weodk from the Baginneng of the process. Uindirstanding the Environment and Buliding for the Nature rather than
Buithng aganst & haz been CREATIVE's approach since az jong as Archleciurs practce began many yesrs
800,

Cur methodologes have meant adherng o the BCBC Codez and LEED Raling Systems. Our passion for
Sustainabily has tuther expanded through our continuous and Posine conlibution through indian Gresn
Bulding Councl (IGEC)

W urderstand thal sustansbily encompasses the econamic affordabity compared to #ie return over time from
Me cycle efficiency. Ve understand tha! sustanable places are zocisly inclusive, culurally diverse and
therafore optimized Inuse.



From this point, engaging with our clients and consultants, our methooology Encompasses the followng:

+ Energy strategies for either or both optimized corventional Systems and alternative energy potentials
+ Waste management from construction to operation
+ Matenals ranging from recycled to recyclable, and to new materiats technologies

+ Day lighting and air quality optimization - Maxmizing Daylight and Minimizing Heat Gain.

* Efficient Material Litilisation

-+ Transport and alternative transport faciities

&re there any challenges that you continue to face today? If yes, what |s your strategy to tackle them?

There is a big question aer being rvobed rito all types of practice for the last four decades or so. In day's global
knit contest, ks the architect to lead or to be kead?

The role of architect needs to be redefined. Al of us need 1o re look and penetrate inbo various aspects of
challenges which the professéon Is facing. The overlapping roles. professional clashes between architects and
engineers in understanding and visualization need to be addressed.

Architect being the team leader, mosty faces a lot of professional i53ues in ary project, which hefshe designs and for
me successful execution of amy project, oNe Comes 20ross a lotof challenges and hurdies, which to my mind need to
be addressed holistically with proper professional understanding,

What drives you?

Every fime is 3 [Baming ana ongomg epensnce 3na | wish to eam more and mare so that | am abie to osler he
Best to fhe worid What drives me Ihe mest |5 how SuccessTuly one can Cross the hegh bdes in ones professionsl
career Through an in depth understanging o archtectuss?

Itk the progresshe CRam of career 55 3 circle There 15 nn Bw o Mgh Faph The progressve perormance keeps
mie wheel mouing and generaies ensmgy o leam more from [he olean of knowizoge. | ive with iTny's grace and it 15
His Wil wiuchiwill made e sall, Brough e low and figh tes of fe's crcle

Any words of wisdom for youngsters starting out taday.

Somelirmes certan tangels ook impossile to the mend, they mignt even be ditficult to achieve but Sefinitely are not
impossiole, During my own professhanal jourmey, 1 might e my pure confidence that gave me varied opporuniies |
Can MUy CORCIIOR Mal every STane OF ITE with 13 vanous chaRenges i 3 STep [OWArTs Iaming ani aqensrcing
e fundaments of alied concems, which when acieed professonatly, Raas o excslisnce and pefection. Alsa | have
Sways epressed that (f fas never besn a planned professional joumney for me, oné snould look 3 & the way
omes. Moreover importarthy i 8 your atitutde towards the: detverabile which slowly and gradually groms bl your
apitude

The righteous afttuce resdals into ecelence. | wold rather franidy stste | there = awall e ks 3 way

Msit works of Prof Shah and fis iom, Crestive Group & profie, Pral Charsrit S Shals

Tomgs:  Thousgslisede: iomes
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