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"Time for Movement
to Usher Resurgence
of Indian Architecfure”

Ar. C. P. Kukreja




have been in regular fnlerac-
tion with Prof (Ar) Charanjit S.
Shah since the SAARCH Confer-
once in 1996, His positive out:
look. his understanding ol the pro-
fession, his total support to me and
our discussions on various 15s5ues
has been invaluable, e has always
been there, through thick or thin,
His sincere approach, sweel smile,
humbleness, as wall as swnding
and respect m the profession mark
him out as a very special person.
Just before the wen of the century,
we (raveled wgether to Bangladesh
and Nepal for promoting the South
Asian Architecture Awards. Wa
worked together on the SAARCH 96
Publication, the NCRC Directory
and several other publications.
| came in contact with Charanjit.
during SAARCH %6, South Asian
Co-operation of Association of
Architects. As the Chairman of
SAARCH 96 and Chairman Indian
Institute of Archltects (N.C), he
managed the event most profes-
sionally. He was also the Profes-
sional Adviser for the Architect of
the Year Awards fm 1998, which [
took across lidia's borders Lo the
SAARC nations.
Charanjit Shah 15 a graduale from
the School of Planning & Architec-
ture, New Dellii. Apart from Archi-
tectural practice, he has authored
half-a-dozen Architectural Books,
which have been very well docuo-
mented and highly appreciated He
has inbuilt aptitude as an incisive

teacher and
scholar. He has
pxperimentid
with many inno-
vative caoncepls
and  ideas in
ioaching as well as the practical
constriction process. His creativity
hag been widely recognized and he
hus been the recipient of several
prestigious: awards for his oul-
standing contributions n the feld
ol Architecture,

He lsa dedicated teacher and has
been Professor and Director (Acad
emics) i Vastu Kala Academy as
woll as Visiting Professor in School
af Plunning & Architecture and
Jamia Milia lslamia, New Delhic Hae
is widolv traveled in India and
abroad and is a respected scholar

and architect in major centers ol

l[earning across tho world.
Laurie Baker has heen highly
appreciative of  the Architects’

Hand-hook anthored by Shah, and
has called it very meaning-
ful and relevant. Ar [tusi
Khambatta, President
Commonwealth Associa-
tion of Architects, has said
that this [Tandbook s &
greal vitlue addition.

Prol. Shaly has won sever-
#l National Design Compe-
titions and 15 a dedicated
professional whom 1 hold
in very high estesm.

Shah has been a [riond
and a gude o me. He has
heen with mu in the shap-
g of this magazine.
ArchibDesign Perspective.
and in the progress of the
Foundation for Archilpe-
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&r A Gem of

Human Being.
Ar. Charanjit Shah,

(‘ﬂ F 4 Mf %a’}i

taral amd Environmental Aware-
ness

As Prol Shah says, “when dreams
transform  Into  thoughts  and
thoughts Into vision, 1t is the real
transformation of 1deas into reali-
Iy."

[le 12 a forthright, dedicated and
honest individual with professional
dignity and stature combined with
zenl to-achiove excellence.

My professional journey over (he
last nine vears has boen in eompa-
nv with Proféssor Shah, which has
rade these years quite fulfilling.

| must mention here the stellar role
that has hesn played by Mrs. Shil,
the woman behind this wondertul
htmein being, ndeed, it 1s berqual-
ities of head and heart thal comple-
ment Prof. Shah's achievements.,

L)
| wish Charanjitall the very hest,

Sudhir Sarup
Editor




